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from the sixth century to the middle of the fourth century B. G. And in the beginning of the fourth century B. C. they extended their power in neighbouring countries as far as the northwestern banks of the Indus. x It is thus clear that Kalidasa's allusion to the Parasikas has its source from history. Although the names of the Balhikas, Haras, Mlechchhas, Pahlavas, Barbaras, S'akas, Kulindas, Kas mirakas, Daradas, Cholas, Pan-chalas, and Funrfras are mentioned in the great epics and some in the list of the grammarians, still Kalidftsa nowhere mentions them in his works, and this circumstance throws a doubt and creates some suspicion with regard to these names ; these epithets might perhaps have been the later interpolations. India must have been very prosperous at his time. His graphic description of the countries of the Maga-dhas, Avantis arid also of Ujjayini, MahishmatI, Pushpa-pura and others, clearly shaws that upper India must have reached the zenith of civilization and artificial poetry must have attained the highest perfection ; in fact the age of K&Iidasa must have been the age of poetry, civilisation, science, art and commerce. And it was hence that India attracted the notice of foreign nations and tribes who afterwards, it is alleged, poured in by hoards.
Let us now turn to the historical accounts of such of the above-mentioned countries as have been described by Knlid&sa and see whether we can from these accounts assign any approximate time which would be a nearer approach to the date of oqr poet. In his great epic Kalidasa mentions a number of kingdoms and towns. As mentioned before he means to describe thtfm from several works containing the full account of the kings of the solar line as they were represented ia their own times ; bat it may be assumed that in his history he produces a faithful picture of the social, religious, commercial and political phase of India of his own times. Allowance, of course, should be made for some traditional accounts which may be prevalent in his days, but excepting these, his description of the several
1.    Doaabbai FratnjTs History of  Persia, pp. 6*7 axrd the foot* no!* at pagfc 25,